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Nurse Residency (INR) program has been approved by the Ministry of Health, following the success of a pilot program
launched in 2006. The revised program will include three steps, from the INR course to the practical fieldwork. The
course will be a five-month program for senior nursing students and three-month program for mid-senior nursing
students. On the first step, senior nursing students will be required to attend a core INR course which consists of topics
such as nursing process, medical terminology, nutrition and health promotion and basic nursing skills. The second step
is the introductory fieldwork which will be done through the integration of job placements in primary healthcare
facilities for learning opportunities in issues such as acute, chronic and mental health problems. Finally, the third step
is the advanced INR fieldwork, which will focus on clinical practice in hospitals. The INR program will include both
mandatory and elective fieldwork assignments. The minimum requirements for prospective nursing students are a GPA
of 2.75 in the course of senior nursing science (for senior students) and a GPA of 3.0 in the course of mid-senior
nursing science (for mid-senior students). The national MHLW has set another condition for domestic graduates who
want to join the INR course. Nursing graduates should have completed an additional practice year before applying for
the INR program, similar to the requirements of Australian colleges. The INR program is an expansion of the MSN
(master of science in nursing) course and the nurses who have completed this course will receive INR classification on
the basis of credits. Therefore, eligibility for promotion to the senior nurse level will depend on the number of credits
acquired on the INR course and other requirements. The implementation of INR is expected to start in 2010 and the
total enrollment is estimated to be between 30,000 and 40,000. This includes nurses in the MSN course, mid-senior
nurses in the MNS course and newly-graduated nurses who are yet to pass the senior nurse exam, which is expected
to occur in the same year. Click on the full story to view
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