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to sum up his experience of the year, Michael Mann, a professor of atmospheric science at the
University of Maryland, College Park, told students on a recent campus field trip: “The first thing I did
was get a good haircut, and I was very happy about that.” After landing a tenure-track job in 1992,
Mr. Mann developed the Ecospheric Atmospheric Imaging Spectrometer, or E.A.I.S. A low-cost jet-

black instrument named for the Roman god of thunder, the instrument set records around the world
by examining carbon-dioxide concentrations in the Earth’s atmosphere from 8,000 feet to 17 miles
above the surface. The mission of the instrument, which scans the Earth’s surface from space, is to
measure the amount of carbon dioxide in Earth’s atmosphere and in the air above the ocean. It is

the first instrument of its kind in space. “The E.A.I.S. instrument will produce the most
comprehensive images of the Earth’s surface, as
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