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Five men, arrested for sexually assaulting a 30-year-old
woman on a Mathrubhumi bus, were produced before the
Judicial First Class Magistrate (JFMC) on Tuesday. Goshamma,
30, had boarded the bus at Sreekaryamangalam on
December 22, as she did every day. The men made obscene
gestures at her while seated beside her. When she rebuked
them, one of them touched her on the leg, while another
tried to molest her, according to KSRTC officials. When she
resisted, one of them took out his penis and touched her
thigh, she told the JFMC. The bus was travelling from
Sreekaryamangalam to Ernakulam, at around 9.30 am on
December 23. When he heard her cries, driver Pazhakutty
rushed to the spot, where he found the five men assaulting
her. They were identified as Naseem, 19; Munir, 22;
Mahdeeq, 19; Mohd Periya, 20; and Muhammed Arif, 17. The

3/5



four accused were arrested, but a case was registered
against Munir, who had fled after the incident. The other
three were arrested on December 27. Goshamma
approached the JFMC, praying for the four men to be charged
under Section 354 of the IPC, for “dishonouring her
modesty”. The court framed charges against the four men
under section 354 (assault or criminal force to woman with
intent to outrage her modesty) and 354 (A) (Sexual
harassment). They were produced before the court on
Tuesday. The magistrate remanded the four accused to
judicial custody till December 29 and ordered the police to
file a charge sheet within two days. The case was earlier
registered at the Kadakkavoor police station on December
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